
MCATA Conference 2006 

Message from the 
Conference Chair 

Jasper Park Lodge provided a beautiful setting for 
Conference 2006: Pathways to Understanding. It was 
a long trip for most who attended, but we (eceived 
very positive feedback about the venue. 

Dr Anne Watson (Oxford University, UK) led 
Thursday's leadership symposium. Participants en
gaged in many mathematical activities that both 
challenged conventional ways of thinking imd al
lowed them to experience how their own examples 
can be used to open up new levels of understanding 
and new possibilities for investigation. Anne invented 
a new verb when she announced that "I can see you've 
all been Torn Kierened," a nice tribute to Alberta's 
mathematical community. 

Professor John Mason from the Open University 
in the United Kingdom officially kicked off the con
ference with a thought-provoking talk about how we 
might direct attention in the mathematics classroom. 
Rumour has it he was up a good part of the night in
corporating new ideas into his talk to address common 
concerns that he became aware of through many con
versations during the week prior to the conference. 
Even with a crowd of over 300, he was able to stimulate 
thought-provoking conversations about mathematics. 
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John and Anne have generously provided copies 
of all of their talks, and they are available on the 
MCATA website at www.mathteachers.ab.ca. 

We hosted 63 sessions on Ftiday and Saturday, and 
we received a great deal of positive feedback on their 
quality. We offer a huge thank you to the speakers 
who shared so much of their passion, time, and energy 
in presenting their ideas and engaging in the meaning
ful conversation that emerged from them. 

Dr Edward Burger's after-dinner talk was both 
inspiring and entertaining. I have heard his reminder 
to ask, "What will they remember 20 years from 
now?" repeated several times since the conference. 
For those who are interested, his ''Top Ten Life Les
sons" are also posted on the MCATA website. 

On behalf of MCATA, I would like to extend con
gratulations to Nicole Patrie. this year's Dr Arthur 
Jorgensen Chair Award winner, and to Gerald Krabbe. 
the 2006 Mathematics Educator of the Year. Also, a 
big thank you to this year's Friends ofMCATA, Geri 
Lorway and Len Bonifacio. 

On behalf of the conference committee, I would 
like once again to thank the speakers, displayers, and 
participants who came together to share their common 
interest in mathematics education at the 2006 
conference. 

Martina Mer:. 
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Co111"e11tion Commillee-Susan Ludwig, Darr/ Chic/wk. Martina 
Met:., Sharon Gach, Donna Cha,wsyk (missing: Chenoc1 Marcotte, 
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Janis Kristjonsson, 
Martina Mer::. 

Rt'J?isrratiun Desk-
( above) Jndv Lagu, Dave Jeary; 
(belou') Dave Jemy, Anne MacQuarrie 

Conference Chair Martina Metz. 
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Keynote SpeC1ker 
John Mason 

2006 AI/Jerw Mathl'me11ics 
Ed11cC1tor A,rnrd Rcci11icl1l 
Ce mid Km!Jbe ( rig hr) 
recei,•es Ihc crn·C11djmm 
Lrn BonifC1cio 
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Dr Ar1hur 
Jorgensen Chair 
All'ardf<1r 2006 
Nicole PCltrie 
(presented by 
Sharon Gach) 

Friends of 
MCATA 2006 
Leonard 
B011ijcH:io 
(missing: 
Geri Lorn·ay) 

Keynote Speaker 
Edll'ard Burger 
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