
Col lege and U n iversity Responsi b i l it ies 
for Mathematics Teacher Education 

Co I I ege facu I ty must become act i ve I y i nvo I ved i n  the ed ucat i on of teach ers 
i f  the teach i ng of mathemat i cs i n  the schoo l s  i s  to i mprove s i gn i f i ca nt l y . Ac
t i ve l eaders h i p  and support of co l l ege and un i vers i ty mathemat i c i ans , mathemat
i cs ed ucators , and adm I n  i strators i s  essent i a I i f  our nat i on i s  to i ncrease the 
n umber of qua I i f  i ed teachers and strengthen the i r  ed ucat i on .  For th i s  reason , 
the Mathemat i ca l  Assoc i at i on of Amer i ca and the Nat i ona l Cou n c i  I of Teachers of 
Mathemat i cs have adopted the fo l l ow i ng recommendat i ons for a l  I i nd i v i d ua l s ,  i n  
w hatever department ,  who are �ngaged i n  teach i ng mathemat i cs or mathemat i cs ed u
cat i on for current or prospect i ve teachers : 

1 .  Co l l eges and un i vers i t i es shou l d  ass i gn s i gn i f i cant l y  h i g her pr i or i ty to 
mathemat i cs teacher ed ucat i on .  

2 .  A l  I i nd i v  i d ua I s  who teach preserv i ce or i nserv i ce courses for mathemat i cs 
teachers shou I d  have substant i a I backgrounds i n  mathemat i cs and mathemat i cs 
edu cat i on appropr i ate to the i r  ass i gnment s .  

3 .  Mathemat i cs methods courses shou I d  be taught by i nd i v  i d ua I s  w i th i nterest 
and expert i se i n  teach i ng and cont i nu i ng contacts w i th schoo l c l assrooms.  

4 .  A l  I i nd i v i d ua l s  who  teach current or prospect i ve mathemat i cs teachers shou l d  
have reg u l ar and l i ve l y  contact w i th facu l ty i n  both mathemat i cs and ed uca
t i on departments ;  for examp l e ,  by reg u l ar meet i ng s ,  sem i na rs ,  j o i nt facu l ty 
appo i ntments ,  and other cooperat i ve ventures . 

5 .  A l  I co l l ege and un i vers i ty facu l ty members who teach mathemat i cs or mathe
mat i cs ed ucat i on shou l d  ma i nta i n  a v i gorous d i a l ogue w i th the i r  co l l eag ues 
i n  schoo l s ,  seek i ng ways to co l l a borate i n  i mprov i ng schoo l mathemat i cs pro
grams and support i ng the profess i ona l deve l opment of mathemat i cs teachers . 

6 .  Facu l ty ad v i sors shou l d  encourage the i r  mathemat i ca l l y  ta l ented students to 
cons i der teach i ng careers . 

7 .  Co l l eg es and un i vers i t i es shou l d  v i gorous l y  pub l i c i ze the need for qua l i f i ed 
mathemat i cs teach ers and str i ve to i nterest and recru i t  cap ab  I e students 
i nto the profes s i on ;  f or examp l e ,  by organ i z i ng h i gh l y  v i s i b l e campus-w i de 
meet i ng s  for stu dents to i nform them of the opportun i t i es ,  ad vantages , d i s
advantages , and req u i rements of a career i n  te�ch i ng mathemat i cs .  

8 .  Tenure,  promot i on ,  and sa l a ry dec i s i ons for facu l ty members who teach cur
rent or prospect i ve mathemat i cs teachers shou I d  be based on teach i ng ,  ser
v i ce ,  and scho l ar l y  act i v i ty that i nc l udes research i n  mathemat i cs or mathe
mat i cs ed ucat i on .  

9 .  Fac u  I ty members i n  mathemat i cs and i n  mathemat i cs educat i on who are ef fec
t i ve i n  work i ng w i th act i v i t i es i n  the schoo l s  and i n  the mathemat i ca l  ed u
cat i on of teachers shou l d  be reward�d appropr i atel y for th i s  wor k .  

1 0 . A l  I i nst i tut i ons  i nvo l ved i n  ed ucat i ng mathemat i cs teachers shou l d  prov i de 
s pec i a l i zed c l assroom and l a boratory fac i l i t i es eq u i p ped w i th state-of-the
art demonstrat i on mater i a l s , ca l cu l ator s ,  and computers at l east comparab l e  
to those used i n  the best e l ementary and secondary schoo I s  so that prospec
t i ve teachers , l i ke graduates from other profess i ona l programs , can be prop
er l y  prepared for the i r  careers . 
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