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Geoffrey James Butler - 1 944- 1 986 

EDITOR 'S NOTE: Ceo ff r>ey Bu tier> ser>ved as rm thematics r>epriesentative on 
the Mathematics Counait friom the fat t  of 1 9 79 untit his death . The fot
towing is r>epriinted fr>om the August ?, 1 986, issue of Fo l i o ,  a Uni
verisity of Atberita pubtiaation . 

Geof But l er was born ori March 4 ,  1 94 4 ,  i n  G i  1 1  i ng h a m ,  Eng l a n d .  He 
g rew up and rece i ved h i s  ear l y  schoo l i ng i n  Bou rnemouth. I n  1 96 5 ,  he 
earned a B.Sc ( S pec i a l ) deg ree,  and  i n  1 969,  h i s  P h . D. , both at U n i ver
s i ty Co l l eg e ,  London , Eng l a n d , the l a tter un der the tute l a ge of C.A. 
Rogers. 

I n  1 968,  he came to the U n i vers i ty of A l berta as a post-doctora l 
t e l  l ow ,  was ap po i nted to the acad em i c  sta f f  i n  1 9 7 1 , promoted to assoc i 
ate prof essor i n  1 9 7 4 ,  and prof essor i n  1 980. 

H i s  research act i v i t i es i n c l uded convex i t/ ,  ord i n ary d i f ferent i a l  
eq ua t i ons , and mode l i ng i n  pop u l at i on  b i o l ogy. He superv i sed three 
P h . D. stu dents : J. Chap i n ,  G . S. K. Wo l kow i c z ,  and J .  Roes s l er.  H i s  i n
vo l vement w i th students i nc l uded cha i r i ng the Canad i a n Mathemat i ca l  
O l ymp i ad Comm i ttee and l ead i ng the Canad i a n team i n  the I nternat i on a l  
Mathemat i ca l  O l ymp i ad .  

H e  has presen ted ma n y  pa pers i n  sever a I con t i nen ts. I n  1 982 , he wa s 
awarded a McC a l  l a  Professors h i p  for exce l l ence i n  resea rch.  J u st before 
h i s  i i  l n es s ,  he was appo i n ted ch a i rman of the Mathemat i cs Depa rtment. 

Dr. But l e r d i ed on J u l y  1 3  peacef u l l y i n  h i s  s l eep , on l y  70 d a y s  a f 
t e r  be i ng d i ag nosed as hav i ng ca ncer. He i s  sore l y  m i s sed by those who 
knew and l oved h i m , but h i s  k i n d  natu r e ,  h i s  good thoughts , and h i s  mar
ve l ou s  i d eas w i l l  be w i t h  us a l ways. 

Geoffrey James Butler Memorial Fund 

The Math emat i cs Depa rtment w i s hes to an noun ce the es tab I i  s hment of 
t he Geo f f rey J ames But l er Memor i a l  F u n d .  Mon i es from the fun d w i l l  be 
u sed for stu dent sc ho l a r s h i p s at a l  I l eve l s ,  as we l I as to fun d the 
Geof f r ey J ames But l er Memor i a l  Lectures , the f i rs t  of wh i ch w i l I be g i v
en at a con f e rence ded i cated to Dr.  But l er dur i ng the summer of 1 988 at 
t he U n i vers i ty of A l berta. Deta i I s  of the con f erence wi  1 1  be a n n ou n ced 
i n  due course. 

Tax ded uct i b l e  contr i but i ons paya b l e  to the U n i vers i ty of A l berta 
s hou I d  be sent to H. I • Freed ma n ,  Mat hema t i cs Depa rtmen t ,  Un i vers i ty of 
A l be rta , Edmonton , A l berta T 6G 2G 1 .  
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