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J. Dale Burnett is a professor in the Faculty of Education at the University of Alberta. Dale 
first presented this article as a paper at the MCATA annual conference in Calgary in October 
1993. 

Marie Hauk is a former University of Alberta instructor and also a past president ofMCATA. 
She now operates her own counseling service. 

Mary Montgomery Lindquist is the NCTM past president. Mary presented this article at the 
opening of the NCTM Canadian Regional conference in Edmonton in October 1994. 

Betty Morris is the publications director for MCAT A. 

Elaine Simmt is a graduate student in the Department of Secondary Education at the Uni
versity of Alberta. Elaine presented this article as a paper at the NCTM Canadian Regional 
conference in Edmonton in October 1994. 

Warm-Up 

If all consonants cost $1 and all vowels (including y) cost $2, how much are your 

first and last names worth? 

(taken from Ginn Interactions) 
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