
Report of the President 

This report was presented to the Annual Meeting 
of MCATA, Sep tember 26 ,  19 7 0 .  At the same meet
ing , Mr . Kean was re-elected to serve a second 
term. Mr . Kean is the head of the �athematics 
Department at Lord Beaverbrook High School , 
Calgary . 

J ame6 A .  Ke.an 

Thi s i s  a report about the k i nd of year the executi ve of the Mathema ti cs  
Counci l had . I t  began on September 27 , 1 969 , and ended September 26 , 1 970 . 

The l ates t l i s t  of members h i p  shows 333 members , three s tudents , 1 4  s ub
scri pti ons and 1 5  comp l i mentary membersh i ps . Thi s i s  a fi gure c l ose  to the n um
ber of members i n  the Co unc i l a year ago . 

The fi rst executi ve meeti n g  took p l ace on Sa turday , October 25 , 1 96 9 ,  i n  
the Cal gary ATA offi ce .  At thi s  meeti ng the f i ve tabl e officers and T .  F .  Ri eger 
went over the d i fferent posi ti ons and duti es of the executi ve counci l .  The d i s
cus s i ons that fol l owed l ed to a change i n  the cons t i tuti on .  

Four other executi ve meeti ngs  were hel d i n  Edmonton ( December ) ,  Red Deer 
( February ) ,  Cal gary ( May ) ,  and agai n Red Deer ( September ) .  Attendance ranged 
from 6 to 1 2 .  

MCATA executi ve mus t report that Dr . Mary Beaton , the edi tor of the 
News letter for the pas t three terms , has resi gned her pos t .  The counci l cer
tai n ly  owes a l ot to the hard work and dedi cati on of Mi s s  Bea ton . Duri ng the 
pas t year she edi ted fi ve news l e tters whi ch were wel l  recei ved . A quote from 
the Departmen t  of Educati on of the S tate of Arkansas , who had used a news l etter 
i tem i n  thei r bul l eti n ,  sai d :  1 1We th i nk  you have some excel l en t  a rti c l es ,  and 
we hope that you wou l d not mi nd our us i ng one of them . "  

We know that Murray Fal k ,  the new edi tor , has a bi g task on h i s  hands , 
but  we have come to expect an  effi ci ent and wel l -done j ob from h i m .  The current 
Yearbook ,  whose theme i s  "Acti ve Learn i ng i n  Mathemati cs" , shou l d  go to pri nt  
before Chri s tmas . 

The fi l ms owned by MCATA conti nue to prov i de a service to school di s tr i cts 
around the provi nce . I t  i s  the desi re of the executi ve counc i l  to expand our 
fi l m  program . 

We sponsored the Ontari o J uni or Mathemat i cs Contest i n  Al berta , provi di ng 
a pri ze of $25  and a certi fi cate to the top student i n  Al berta , as wel l as cer
ti fi cates for the second and thi rd p l ace candi dates and a pl aque for the top 
s chool . 
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We were the sole providers of a scholarshi p  for the Canadian Math Congress 
exams in Alberta. The Council contri buted $200 towards pri zes in the provi ncial 
exams. 

The Math Council wi ll continue to offer support to meeti ngs of other 
mathematics teachers ' groups i n  Alberta by paying out-of-pocket expenses and 
helping with honorari a. Each request for such help i n  the future should be 
channeled through the president, and the executive reserves the right to grant 
or refuse, on the meri ts of each request. 

MCATA i s  the parent body to two offici al regi onals, and i t  looks as i f  
soon there w i ll be a thi rd i n  the St. Paul area. 

The executi ve f i nd i t  very d i scouraging, to say the least , i n  faci ng the 
lack of real enthusi asm on the part of math teachers in general to become acti ve 
in thei r own Math Counc i l. However, we wi ll continue to work towards thi s  end 
as regional councils offer the one place for acti ve participation. 

Two members of the executive counc i l  attended the Nati onal Counc i l  of 
Teachers of Mathemati cs ( NCTM) annual meeting i n  Washi ngton D. C .  in April. One 
member was sent to Toronto to partic i pate i n  the ETV program sponsored by the 
Canadian Assoc i ation of Mathemati cs Teachers at the expense of that organizati on. 

Ed Olsen attended the summer conference of the ATA i n  Banff and reports 
that it was worthwhile. The editor of the ::,L·s :etter and the edi tor of the 
Annua l  attended the Editors ' Conference a t  Barnett House in Edmonton in September. 

The main task of this body continues to be the planni ng and prepari ng of 
the annual meeti ng. We trust that the time, effort and funds that are needed 
to put on thi s event are worthwhi le .  

The biggest disappoi nt:•1ent dun n·;; the year 11as the lack of response by 
the membershi p  wi th respect to noP1inati ons for executi ve council. If it was 
not for a few di e-hards takinq contro l of the si tuati on, the 300-plus members 
would be without anyone to carry on  the worki ngs of the organi zation. 

Fi nally, I would l i ke to thank all rnembers of the executive for the job 
they have done this past year . 

1 4  

Do you kn01, the best  wa,; to g e t  r ight 
answers on thos e  )lt; ] t i p le-Chu icc t e s t s ?  

U s e  tlw "pru c e i:i s  of  i l lumi na t ion" ! 
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