
Success Stories 

NORTHEASTERN ALBERTA 

For mathemati cs teachers i n  northeastern Alberta, th i s  has been a great year. 
Withi n  a peri od of one year, they have been ab l e  to organi ze and form an acti ve 
regi onal counci l of MCATA. 

Begi nni ng last spri ng, a small group of enth usi asti c teachers was i nspi red 
i nto consi deri ng the formati on of a regi onal math counci l. Reali zi ng the magni 
tude of the job,  they proceeded. Th i s  nucleus of St. Paul math teachers developed 
an i nteresti ng program whi ch evolved around the BLAST OFF theme, and sent out the 
i nformati on cal l i ng an i naugural meeti ng on January 1 6 ,  1 9 71. Despi te the i nclem
ent weather, the turnout was relati vely good . The success of the meeting can be 
attri buted parti ally to the group and greatly to George Cathcart from the U of A. 
The elected executi ve got to work immedi ately, and wi th i n  two months, they had 
di stri buted a fi lm to thei r membersh i p, followed by a workshop held at the Regi onal 
S ch o o l i n S t . Pa u 1 . 

The workshop, wh i ch had as i ts theme Get Set for the ' ?Os, was conducted by 
W. Bober, the math coordi nator for the Edmonton Separate School s. He poi nted out 
and demonstrated some ways of effecti vely organizi ng a math class. The afternoon 
workshop was di vi ded into the three major teachi ng levels. 

At the end of the afternoon, the success of the i nsti tute was demonstrated 
by the enthusi asm expressed by the teachers before they returned to thei r s ch oo 1 s. 
If  di scussi ons with math teachers from the regi onal membersh i p  i s  any i ndi cati on, 
then future response should be extremely good. 

Next year's acti vi ti es are al ready i n  the planni ng stage, and the executi ve 
i s  showi ng much enthusi asm i n  mapping thei r future course. 

Perhaps the one mai n drawback i n  the regi onal counci l i s  the lack of operati ng 
capi tal. Th i s  may be overcome if somehow there were more means of rai sing money 
at the local and provi ncial levels for this type of professi onal acti vi ty. 

Eu.gene. Ka.teJte.nchuk 

NORTH CENTRAL ALBERTA 

Forty enthusi asti c mathemati cs teachers met i n  
i n  Edson on March 2 7  for a day of mathemati cs. The 
schools i n  the Yellowhead and Lac Ste. Anne locals. 
I to XI I .  

the Jub i lee Juni or Hi gh School 
teachers were from vari ous 
They covered all grades from 

In h i s  address - Trends in Mathematics in the ' 70s - Dr. Tom Ki eren of the 
U of A gave parti cular attenti on to i ndi vi duali zed i nstructi on , process objec
ti ves, acti v ity experi ences i n  mathemati cs, and the use of the envi ronment. 
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The afternoon was devoted to workshop sessi ons ,  one conducted by Dr. Ki eren 
for the junior hi gh and hi gh schools and the other by Dr. Joan Ki rkpatrick, also 
of the Uni versi ty of Alberta, at the elemen tary level. 

The teachers at the meeti ng wi shed to conti nue such mathemati cal acti vi ty 
and formed a regi onal counci l of the Mathemati cs Counci l, ATA. They named i t  the 
North Central Math Counci l and elected the following offi cers : 

Presi dent 
Vi ce-Presi dent 
Past Presi dent 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Director for the 
Yellowhead Local 

Di rector for Lac 
Ste. Anne Local 

VefU.l.i Baucu.n, Edson 
Sonya Mac.Mu.£aJ.i, Hi nton 
A. 0. Jo�g ert6 on,  Chai rman of the 
Yellowhead Local PD Commi ttee 

Glen Kau6 6man, Edson 

Mr. Jorgenson and hi s PD  Commi ttee were responsi ble for the organi zation of 
thi s well-recei ved program. 
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