
The lower the grade level, the simpler and shorter 0ne would make the table, 
of course. Incidentally, if you are a teacher of the intermediate grades or 
if  you teach at the junior high level, did you ever have your students construct 
a table for the one hundred basic facts of multiplication? If you did not, it 
might be an excell ent idea to do so. Then let the students see how many 
observations they can make by looking at the table carefully. I am certain 
you will be amazed at the many discoveries they can find . 

Other than regul ar tabl es, a teacher might use what I call "puzzle " 
tables. These always hold more fascination for students. Examples of such are 
given below. 
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.3 9 18 27 15 

8 16 7 .56 
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MATHEMATICS A HUMAN ENDEAVOR - a . .te.x..tboolz 6011. .thM e. wl1 C' tfu.nl2. -the.y don '  .t uke. 
-the. �ubje.u, by Harold R. Jacob� .. San Francisco : W. H. Freeman and Company, 
1 970. 

The author has been motiv�ted to write t h i s  intrigu i ng textbook and 
teacher's guide because of the boring way in which New Mathematics is being 
taught. He has found that it is being L. . ,gh+. l 1 ke the 01  d Mathematics with 
too much "shovi ng of abstract symbols" and too much rigor to the extent that 
mathemati cs i s  uninteresting. Because of such unimaginative teaching, students 
never acquire an appreciatior1 for the power and beauty of mathematics as it is 
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found in every area of life. In this textbook, the author describes such cur
rent mathematical concepts as logarithms, polygons , topology , probability and 
statistics in a very captivating way. He uses cartoons and photographs in 
abundance to reveal the intrinsic beauty and power of the concept, and he uses 
diagrams to de velop them. 

In  the author's guide for teachers, he provides a daily lesson plan which 
incl udes such things as an attention-getting activity at the beginning of the 
period that reviews the previous day ' s  lesson. Also included are Ditto masters 
for producing transparenci es and handouts to students. 

In summary, this textbook has the potent i al to make mathematics attract ive 
to students of any grade because of the se l ection of cartoons, pictures, draw
ings and their descriptions. The level of mathematics required to do the as
signments does not go beyond what is taught in junior high schools. A book such 
as thi s can be a real asset to any teacher of mathematics . 

Reviewed by Abe Nikkel 
Ernest Manning High School , Calgary 

AfATHEMI\T ICS FOR A ,\lOVERN WOR LD, by Baxter, Newton and Del Grande. W. J. Gage 
Ltd , 1 970. 3 55  p1.1 . 

This bo'.) k , �  t 11 : ;  f i r ; �  i n  ::i :; e i· � es, the second of which is now being writ
ten. The p re s ent text , �f1 1 l e  being marked as a Grade I X  text, could certainly 
be used as a mu l ti-grade text since it deals with most of the topics in the 
Alberta junior high mathemat i cs program. 

The book is aimed at the non -university d i rected student and consequently 
contains a minimum of verb iage and symbolism - a refreshing contrast to some of 
the currently "authorized texts" ! 

Much emphasis i s  put □n : 

- visua l pres2nt1tions . 
- drill sect i ons , and 
- pract i cal applicr1t i ons ( ,vl 1 r. r-e nf} :; <; 1 b l e ). 

Having a total of 24  sections , dri l l  is provided after every four sections 
whil e a summary is provi ded af cer  every e i ght sections. 

\Jith this book, an atte11pt is 1:1ade to enable students to do arithmetic, 
algebra and geometry, and an excellent bas i s  ; s  p rovided for any Grade X mathe
matics course in the Alberta program. 

Ed i tor ' ,:;  !1ot<e : '!'�-., v;r>: c,!' 1 ', : : · , ,;,,, -i - ·: -. , , r'-'V ! EY :1 :1 ,;  ::i<=:!•=TI misplaced. May I ask 
the writ E r  1:c :.:or, :.ac": nc ""  ' • .  , ·  · r : .:. :'v·,\·s ight .:::1c ::.. � corrected in another 
edit :.on of t h .:.s ::i..0li '.:3. t_ : ):1 . r·  ,..,:, · · 'J' • •  

1 8  


	17 - 18 Book Reviews



